Even if he hadn't started
building the roadbikes
bearing his name a
quarter of a century ago,
77-year-old Arturo Magni

~would have been a

legend in his lifetime. He
was a backroom boy,
made famous by the

—fracetrack success of the

products he was
responsible for creating,
- although under another

__badge: MV Agusta

As the team manager and technical co-
ordinater of the two-wheeled Ferraris,
Magni was the driving force behind such
racing legends as John Surlees, Mike
Hailwood, Giacomo Agostini and Phil

g's 500ce blue
s for a quarter of a century.
This was in the face of Honda's four-
stroke challenge of the 1960s, right up
until the FIM's short-sighted noise
regulations, and the huge budgets

devoted by Japanese manufacturers to
defeating MV, brought that era to a close.
And, when that happened, Arturo Magni
assumed another challenge - that of
becoming a motorcycle manufacturer in
his own right.

Artu

His first task was to
supervise assembly and
development of Remor’s
shaft-driven 500cc four-

cylinder Grand Prix

contender



...from 1977 onwards, the
first Magni frame kits were
built to house the four-
cylinder MV Agusta roadster
motors

MY Grand Prix racer - and Magni went with
him, 1o Cascina Costa, as the fledgling MY
team’s chigt machanic

His first task was to suparvise assembly
and development of Remar's shaft-driven
500ce four-cylindar, parallelogram rear
suspension design Grand Prix contender.
{Thirty years later, this design would form tha
basis of the Magni-Guzzi chassis.) Althaugh
MV's lead rider Les Graham, the 1949
500cce World champion, liked the bike, it
was too radical for the time and was set
aside after 1951, The more conventional
chain-driven machine, which replaced i, was
hened by Magni and the team into a world-
fithe-winner in the hands of John Surtees, in
1958, although the following year Liberati
regained the crown for Gilara.

But, after the retirement of both Gilera and
Muoto Guzzi from racing, 1958 would sea the
start of an unparalleled 17 years of
succassive world title victeries in the 500cc
class by the MY Agusta team under Magni's
direction. This was particularly after 1953,
when Magni was appointed by Count
Demenico Agusta to head up the
management of the entire MV Agusia racing
dapartment, under the Count's guidance:

Magni stayed in that job until MY Agusta
retirad from Grand Prix racing in 1976, aller
winning no less that 75 road racing World
Championships. including a total of 37
Riders’ fitles, in the hands of Sandford,

Below: A Magni MV in front) pozas with a
Magni B The latter was built at the bahest
of Magni'’s German imparter and boasted
handiing far suparior to the donor machine,
150 were bullt but buyers were not comainced

Pravini, Ubbiali, Surtees, Hacking. Hailwood,
Agostini and Read. During all this ime,
Arturo Magni was in sole charge of MY's
racing depariment. Count Agusta paid the
bills, but Magni ran the race team and
suparvised the entire technical operation,
including the development of benchmark
designs like the legandary title-winning
Iriplas, the later fours, and the six-cylinder
prototypes

A new challenge

After MV pulled out of racing Arturo, together
with his two sons, Carlo and Giovanni,
founded his own company, Elaborazioni
Preparazioni Magni (EPM), in nearby
Samarate, north-west of Milan. To begin with,
they concentrated on producing special
components for the shalt-driven four-cylinder
MV Agusta 750 road bikes, such as chain-

drive conversions and big-bore kits 1o bump
up engine capacity o 861ceo.

But EPM was also one of the world's first
suppliers of aftermarket cast-alloy wheels
and, in due course, eldest san Carlo spun off
this side of the business an his awn, leaving
Arture and his kid brother Giavanni (today
Ad-yaars-old and running he company full-
time after his father's semi-retirement) 1o

...the Magni-BMW suffered
from the ‘Not Made Here’
syndrome...

concentrate on the bike-building side under
the Magni name

Inavitably, from 1877 onwards, the first
Magni frame kits were built to house the
four-cylindar MV Agusta roadster motors built
just up the road. But the end of MV Agusta
motorcycle manulacture forced EPM to find
another source for engines — and who more
natural than Handa, the first Japanese
company to copy the Gilera/M\V in-line four-
eylinder layout and bring it 1o the streel?

Using the CBS00 Bol d'Or engine, the first
Magni-Honda appeared in 1980 in twe
versions: the MH1, a budget-level naked bike
using suspension and wheals from the
ariginal Honda, fitted to a twin-loop chrome-
moly ubular frame, and the MHZ, a fully-
faired café racer using the same chassis, but
with uprated Italian hardware like Bramba
brakes, Cenani suspension and EPM
wheels. Around 300 Magni-Hondas were
Built in the twe years of production
(1980/81), with by far the largest number
going 1o Germany, where the bikes attained
must-have cull status.
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Abave: Pretly Magni-Guzzi 1700 Sfida
digplays its fing handling prowess as Cathcart
husties it through anothear bend

Boxer enters the ring

This meant that, when Magni's German
importer asked for a BMW Boxer-basad calé
racer, the father and son team swiftly
ocbliged, and the resull appearad in 1982 in
bath MB1 and MBZ guises, again in both
naked and fully-faired form. Magni's
experance in making the shaft-driven MY
roadsters handle propery was applied to the
BMW — and its box-section swingarm and
twin-loop frame, which unbolted to allow
engine removal, set new standards for Boxer
behavigur,

But the timing was off. The bike's debut
coincided with the launch of BMWS four-
cylinder K100 'Flying Brick” range and the
temporary suspension of Boxer production,
quite apart from the fact that Arturo felt that
the Magni-BMW suffered from the ‘Mot Made
Here' syndrome as far as German BMW
owners were concemed. They seemad to
believe thal. whereas a European chassis
builder could certainly improve on what
Honda or ancther Japanese company could
praduce, the same could never be true of
their beloved BMWs,' he says.

The switch to an
all-italian twin

“We built 150 BMW-powered bikes, but it was
hard work salling them, ard the last ones took
mare than ten — yes, ten! - years lo disposa of.
But now we understood that what the market
wanted from Magni was an all-ltalian
matorcycka and, with aur shaft-drive
experience, the cbvious farget was Molo Guezzi.
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“The owners, De Tomaso, liked the idea of
having an upmarket, limited edition
sporlsbike 10 add depth to the Guzzi range
especially if they could make money oul of
selling us the engines to make itl So we built
the first Magni-Guzzi Le Mans in 1985, and
have constructed cver 700 Guzzi-engined
Magni motorcycles since then. The peak
WEArs were In 1990 and 1891, when we built
170 bikes each year, and we'd have made
even more if we could have obtained more
enginas from Guzzi.'

Reslsting the templation to develop a
chain-driven conversion for the transverse V-
ftwin Guzzi mator similar 1o the ane they
produced for the MVs, Magni instead worked
at eliminating the

handling disadvantages l”'wefd have made even

of the shaft-driven

This was a throwback to the 1960s, with a
new round-tube version of the twin-shock,
double-cradle chassis and styling based on
tha grand prix racers of that era

Engine supply difficulties
Demand for Magni motorcyeles had by now
bagun o outstrip Mato Guzzi's ability 1o
supply its 1000cc pushrod twe-valve V-twin
engines which had powerad all Magni-
Guzzis bullt 1o date. This problem becama
50 serious that, at one time, Giovanni and
Arturo senously considered switching to
desmo power, by obtaining a supply of
S0025 motors 1o produce a Magni-Ducati.
But, uncertain whether Ducati would be able
ta do any better in
maintaining a regular
supply of motors, the

transmission by H we haﬂ e Magnis deci i
adapting the: v more lf could Wi‘lar?rézz;crded ek
parallelogram rear end & more & A small batch of 60
fitted to the protolype Obta'r'Ed eﬂgll'les Sfida 400s for the

MV Agusta B00ce GP fmm GI.IEj ’ Japanese market

bike which Arturc had
helped to produce way
back in 1950, This became a trademark
feature of the Magni-Guzzi café racers, and
worked so well that race team awner Dr
John Wittner produced a modified versian
for his awn BoTT (Battie of The Twins - ed.}
racers which, in turn, tha Moto Guzzi factory
adopted on its Daylona elght-valve maching
launched in 1988,

By then, the Magni range had been
expanded to include three other modals,
besides the fully-faired Le Mans with its
razor-adge styling and square-tube chassis
The first of this trio of retro-themed modals
were the naked Classico and its half-faired
Arturo counterpart, With wire wheeals,
stainless-stesl mudguards and big round
headlamp, they were both launched in 1987
to evoke the 19705 calé racer ara.
Response to these models was so
favaurable - especially in Japan, which has
since bacome Magni's number one market -
that in 1988 Magni launched the first Sfida,

helped to bridge the
gap but, in 1991,
Magni's Australian importer, Ted Stolarski,
commissioned a new raca bike, fitted with
the fuel-injected high-cam Daytona elght-
valve motor, for BaTT racing. Using WP
suspension, this first Magni design, with a
monasheck rear end, was so successful in
the hands of Cwen Coles that Magni
developed a street version which debuted in
1993, naturally called the Australia BY.

Subsequently, 120 of these have been
built, in spite of the chronic shorage of
engines Magni suffered in the final days of
the De Tomaso cwnership of Moto Guzzi,
when annual production at the Mandella
factory declinad te barely 3000 bikes a year.
Building even a small batch of 20 motars far
Magni became a big deal.

But, after Finprogetti took over cperation

Below: Arturo Magni and son Giavanni here
praudly show off their Sfida 77100 fin front)
and an 8V Australia (bahind)
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Then

But

Giovanni and Arturo
seriously considered
switching to desmo power,
by obtaining a supply of
90055 motors fo produce a
Magni Ducati




Ialianbike My,

Abgve: Magni 8V Australia outside the gates
af the factory at Samarale

Top rght: Gargeaus early Magni-MV

Above right: Magni-Guzzi Le Mans uses
1000ce version of Moto Guzzi V-fwin

....four gracefully curved
separate exhausts which
make the kind of music
any lover of Made-in-italy
multi-cylinder motorcycles
has come to expect...
ard bright red seal. Oh, and the four

gracefully curved separate exhausis which
maka the kind of music any lover of made-i

the age that most men retire to spend mare
time with their families, | began a new caraer
as a specialist manufacturer - and had the
privilege of doing so tagether with my wife and
sons. The restoration work thal cur company
regularly carres out on MVs and other historic
bikes keeps me in touch with thea past.

‘But. under Glovannl's guidance, Magni
locks ahead to the future, too, with a
succession of new road models incorporating
the latest technology and the linest
compenents, It's the best of both worlds, old
and new, and the fact thal sa many of our
customers around the world have also
hecome good friends makes me feel my
family is a very big one — and it's constanthy
increasing in size, too, every time we
complate ancther bike!' §j

Balaw: Latest model is the Magn! 72005,
powered by Suzuki’s inline four-cylinder
engine, Shling s unmistakeably evocative of
eariier M-

Italy multi-cylinder motorcyclas has come to
expect, even from a Japanese engine

The Sport 12005 continues in production,
masthy to satisfy the angoing demand far
Magni preducts in Japan, It's ironic, really, that
after spending 25 years fending off Oriental
claims on bike racing’s holy grail, that Arturo
Magni should nowadays owe the continued
existence of his bespoke bike-builders to an
appreciative and faithful Japanese clentele,

‘I'm an extremely fortunate person,” admits
Arture Magni. | spant mare than a quarter of a
cantury worklg on the most exctic and most
successiul racing motoreycles in the world,
during which life was full of challenge and
enjoymert, and no litthe success. But then, at




