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which the MV factory claimed for the
America

There was certainly enough power to
make for strong acceleration, even with-
oul getting the Veglia tacho's needie
towards the 9000 rpm  redline.
Carburation was crisp down to below
3000 rpm, and the MY gained spesed
with a smooth and steadily increasing
farce in the midrange. The five-speed
pearbox was good

At 5500 rpm the bike suddenly pulled
harder, as its came on the cam with that
ear-splitting sound. No doubt the din
made the bike ssem even quicker than it
was, but the flat-out Agusta certainly
gave a mindblowing impression of speed
and excitement. With enough space it
would probably have approached 220
km/h, This bike's speedo cable came
loose early in the test, but before that the
bike scorched through the 160 km/h
mark with plenty of performance to come.

Despite thelr expanse and racetrack
heritage, MV's roadster fours did not
handle particularly well at high speed,
partly due to the heavy shaft-drive appa-
ratus. But Magni's chain conversion
cured that problem. And the old mae-
stro's frame, with its twin top tubes
instead of the conventional MV single
spine, gave some welcome extra rigidity.

This was still a pretty long and tall
motorcycle, with old-fashioned steering
geometry and a rather high centre of
gravity, But overall weight was a reason-
able 200 kg compared to the 235 kg of a
standard MV.

Low-speed steering was predictably
slow by modern standards, and scralch-
ing round country lanes required a fair
bit of aeffort at the clip-ons, but the
Agusta went where it was pointed. Even
in faster curves only the odd slight wob
ble got through to the 'bars, though I'd

have been glad of the damper on a
really fast and rough bend. Suspension
at both ends was very firm, particularly
the rear Konis. On a couple of bumpy
high-speed straights | ended up taking
my welght on the fooipegs while the bike
bucked beneath me like a runaway
horse,

Thankfully the braking power from the
twin front discs and four-pot Brembos
was reassuringly modern, though the
large rear disc locked at the hint of left-
booted pressure, Grip from the 18-inch
Metzeler Comp Ks far exceeded any-
thing that an MV pilol would have
enjoyed 20 years ago, too. It was just a
magical experience to come screaming
up to a bend, blip the quick-action throt-
tle & couple of times as | braked and
hooked back a couple of gears, force the
bike into a bend and then wind open the
Dell'Crios 1o go howling off again.

Every motorcyclist should have the
chance to do that just once, though

inevitably the bike's sky-high price
makes that impossible for all but a fortu
nate few. MVs were always hugely
expensive, even when being produced
in relatively large numbers. Recreating
Just a handful, with all the investmant in
machinery, parts and time that requires,
makes them even pricier now,

An Eiger-built Magni like this one
would cost about $52,000 (£25,000),
with the cheapest and mest basic MV
model  geing for  about 38,000
(£18,000), That's considerably more
expensive than a clean secondhand
America. But in this case you're getting a
bespoke, brand new, lovingly hand
assembled machine that can be ridden
hard without fear of 20-year-old parts
failing. It's registered as an MV, too,
because Kay has formed a company
called MV Meccanica Verghera Lid.

I's great to see these magical
machines back in production.

— Roland Brown
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