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KAY MAGNI-MV 750 AMERICA

ng been through a not uncommaon
biking identity crisis, 36-year-old
city-based quantity surveyor, Zach Law,
whao returns to the serenity of his home
near Kidderminster, in the West Midlands,
at the weekends, now has the enviable task
of riding and lavishing care and love upon
this beautiful machine. He had owned a
succession of sportsbikes, a Monster and
others, and felt it was time for a change, so
taking a massive leap of faith away from all
the madern offerings that claim to cater for
a rider's every need and desire, Zach
bought a rare hand-built bike, constructed
by a father and son double act,
ited Dave and Mark

machined MV steering damper knob
complete the rider's view beyond the tank

and |
well. That spec

uilt MY, Those who
profile of the specialist:

Below: Nearly impossible to tell apart from
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winding in the lever adjusters to whare | would
nomally have them was forgotten as | set off on
the: throbbing, yel supremely smooth, in-ne four.

The riding position was just about right for
my shorter stature, but would be a tight fit for
taller riders due to the enforced proximity
between the seat and "bars. This is due to the
compactness of the engine installation, the
butk of which - with its huge sump, sizeable
cam box and substantial finning — somehow
disappears, tardis-like, beneath the svelle
fairing and sculpted tank. The chassis, with its
ramovable frama rails next 1o the power plant,
is quite short — and the clip-ons head north for
alew inchas belore bending back to allow a
litthe more room for the rider’s hands.

No matter what you do with your legs,
unless fully tucked in under the elbows for

high-speed running, they remain out in the
breeze due to the high positioning of the
rear-set loolrasts, faithiul reproductions of the
Magni originals. But this is a small price to pay
for the unparalleled MV expariance and is only

Left: Braking is reassuringly positive and the
bike's handling is surprisingly agile

practical and reliable in day-to-day use. The
Forcele talia forks, with their heavy bracing
across tha top uniting the stanchions inflexibly
together, as well as holding the mudguard in
place, no doubt help the beautifully crafted
chassis to do its stuff. Having apparently been
designed and built originally for the factony
Cagiva 500 Grand Prix bike of the early 90s,
these top specification items are as comgletely
adjustable as anything one might find on any
starting grid today — and now prove difficult to
locate due 1o their limited production

Areal show-stopper
Braking is supplied courtesy of Bremba four-
pot calipers that pinch the 300mm floating
discs and effortlessly haul up the machine
from any speed The brakes are nothing short
of superb, with the rear brake, in particular,
working better than many a modern machine,
thanks to the single piston, low-slung, Brembo
caliper mounted on the left-hand side of the
wiheal which, in turn, grabs a large — by
madern standards — iron disc. When the
brakes are applied, there is a reassuring
feeling of sure-footed stopping and the
chassis seems to dig in, a testament to
Magni's oniginal chassis design theories.
Even braking while cranked aver is not the

briefly noticeable before you are overwhelmed
by ather tar more pleasurable impressions.
The hand-built four-cylinder twin-cam
engine fall o be run-in nicely, revving freely
and sounding silkily smooth and sweet. Two
handfuls of the thrattie are required from
closed to fully open — and the low-speed,

slightly asthmatic gasping gives way as the
four carburettors clear, striking up an aria and
providing sweet backing for the rock and roll
rhythm section of the open megaphone
exhausts. Close inspection revealed any
internal baffling to be non-existent, leaving just
the end caps, There can be no better way to
wake up the neighbourhood! 5

Meanwhile, in front of the rider the pericd-
looking Veglhia clocks, which sit almost flat, =
stare back at you. The lachometer only ever
gives an approximation of engine speed as if
swings wildly around the white facia, while the'
black-faced speedometer does likewise, albel
far less dramatically. It is simplar by far just o
let the engine talk to you than to try and chases
he agitated rev counter neadle around its dial.

Despite conjuring up evocative images of
Phil Read and Giacomao Agostini, the MV's ride
is surprisingly modem, and it is completely

Left: Forcele talia forks taken from Cagiva
GPS00 bike, brake calipers by Brembo

Right: Chain drive was common conversion
on ariginal MV, Magni pipes anti-socially loud
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Right: What's the hurry? Pearson and the
raucous-sounding MV make good their
getaway befare someone complains = the
hike sounds awesome, unifke Chris's jokes...

usual dramatic episode; the chassis simply
held its intended line with no sitting up and
heading for the side of the road, Meanwhile,
the rear end is well-controlled by a palr of Koni
adjustable shocks that work as well as thay
lnok, and keep the hefty steal box-section
swing-arm in chack

Quite amazingly, all of this pracise, aven
benchmark handling is achieved using narrow
18-inch cross-ply rubber — just like the old
days. The smaller rolling friction, courtesy of
the small contact patch, combines with the
modern front suspension set-up, making
agility another positive aspact of this
contemparary MY, Certainly, the original
shaft-driven America was never as composed
around the comers as this more modem ane.

The overall imprassian is rather like that of
the aged and benign racer wha has seen it all
befaore; why rush this experience? Leamn to
hawve your fun at a more sedate paca. The Kay
MV is mare satistying than any 150bhp
megablke. as all and sundry take a longing.
wishful lock at the Italian stallion

1t is rvol ju=t when you are riding that the
world sits up and takes notice, either. When
wa stopped to take some photographs, nat

KAY MAGNI-MV 750 AMERICA

ane person passed the MV without giving it a
glance. Some would have recognised it, but
averyone knew it must be something very
special. Indeed, those who took a closer loak
would have noticed stunning attention to
detail. Every part of the MV shines and
sparkles, and littie parts — such as the faux
stearing dampsar knob in the centre of the top
yoke, for example, like so much of the
machina, actually hand-made by Mark Kay —
typify the bike's uniqueness and justify the at
first ssemingly high price.

A greal job has been done all round and
the Kay remake of the Magni 750 MV is a
beautiful machine. The popular chain
conversion endows it wilh a much less harsh
power train than the shaft drive of the original

America and other MY roadsters, while the
hand-crafted chassis is a joy, Owner Zach is
delighted with his acquisition and, having
ridden it, | can confirm that his investment has
been a prudent one. |5 it value for maney? No
question about it, a resounding ‘yes',
Presently, two replica Gilara fours are
languishing on the benches, awaiting final
assembly hefore baing despatched for a life of
sarious track use. Watch this space. .. ‘l

Want one? Contact:

Mark Kay at Mechanica Verghera on
+44 (0)1543 377871 or visit the website:
www.mv-agusta.co.uk

Kay Magni-MV 750 America

Engine F

gear-driven

stroke, air-cooled, four-cylinder double overhead

Bore x stroke E7 x S6mm

832cc

Compression ratie 101

Carburation Four DellOrio PHF 30 carburattors

T Five-speed

Clutch Wei multi-plate

Frame Sieel fuba

FRear Koni dial

Suspension Front: 40mm Forcele ltalia telescopic forks, adjustable rebour.\d__
and compression damping

e pre-load and damping

Braking Front Twin 300mm discs, four-piston Brembo calipers
Rear: Single 280mm disc, twin-piston Brembo caliper

Wheels Front: Six-spoke cast magnesium alloy 3.5 x 18in
Rear: Six-spoke cast magnesium alloy 4.25 x 18in

Tyres Front: 10090 x 18in Metzeler
Bear 120090 x 18 Metzalar

1380mm

Dry weight 218kg




