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MV & Hodaka
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One is seri0lrs as a heal ' t  attack, the other is al l  about playful fun: The two rnotorcycie brands
being singled out at th s year s AIVIA Vintage Motorcycle Days MV Agusta and Hodaka-could
hardly tre more dif ferent

When it  comes to conrpeting at American Historic Racing lvlotorcycle Associat ion events. MVs
are exceedingly rare. l \4Ost racers are genuine works machines from the era when MV was king
and are now rn the hands of well-heeled private col lectors and museums. Occasional ly they are
lrrouqht out to display n the paddock or for a few exhibit ion laps Break a part 0r heaven for
bid crash one of these ultra exotics. and replacement pieces have t0 be fabricated front
scratch at no small  exDense.

The few that are raced are I kely to be former street bikes convened to GP lookal ikes. John
Lawless of Fal lowf ield Pennsylvania. competes in the 350 Grand Prix class at selected AHRMA
events on a beauti fLrl ly done 350cc MV Agusta. The machine staded l i fe as a 1971 3508
Electronica. The two cyl inder four-stroke was transformed from road bike to racer by Chris
l \4arshal l  and made i ts debut at AHRMA's 2003 Daytona races. Both Marshall  and Lawless have
raced i t .  An end over end crash rn 2004 necessitated a ful l  restorat ion nice enough t0 win the
prestigious 2005 Radnor Concours and to be featured on this year's poster for the event.

0n the track the MV makes about 40 horsepower and has a comparable top speed to the
Ducatis that are the benchmark in his class, but the MV takes lon0er t0 reach that soeed For
that reason, the l i t t le MVs were seldom raced in their dav
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