Exclusive Track Test...Phil Read
and Michael Scott play tunes
on the most melodious and
expensive bike in the world:
MV Agusta’s £4180 850 Boxer




MAKE & MODEL

MV AGUSTA 850 MONZA
(nee Boxer)

418360, mzlﬂjg p!i)ﬁl)iur optional fairing

PERFORMANCE
Maximum Speed - 145mph (est)
Standing Quarter Mile - 13sac (eal}

ENGINE

inder Tour-strake, gear-de

- B30
Power - 80bhp at 8500rprm (est)
Torgue - not avallabie

Bore & Stroke - 69 « 56mm

Compression Ratlo - 0.6:1

Induction — four 27mm Ded' Orios with accelersior pumg
Exhaust — four info four

Ol System - wet surng, 7.3pl cagacity

Ignition — car-type dissributor and twin colls

TRANEMISSION
Clutch — multiplate wet
ary Drive - helical gear from crankshaét betwaen
third &nd fourth cylinders.
Final Drive - drive shatt and Cardan joint

CHASSIS
Frame — duplex credie.sngle lop lube
meSumnunn Ie'sswpc(‘.enanl fark

drive
ha“ I.hree—way adjustable soru\g ~shocks
Wheal

seat hit - 31in
Weigl 180 lﬂ"!‘.’
'-quCu it all

Tyres - DunlonE duranc= Racing
Brakes —iriple 11in discs

INSTRUMENTS

150vriph speadomeler, no trig rmeter. 12 D00rpMm

Gounter, red nneatamrprr waming lights — nl;r beam,
ights, incicators, neutral a erator chirge

EQUIPMENT
Electrical - 12v 32a/h batiery, 135w generalar
Lighting — 40/45w headlight

24

“Until today, | didn't know what 8 magnificent bike it
iz I've ridden if on the road, but you can't gef near
the imit thars. Too many peapls doing unpredict-
abie things, and I'm frightened. Now, since riding
the MV on a closed circuft in comparison with other

With me mounted on his MV Agusta and Phil on a
dead-standard Honda F2, | was able (just) to stay in
front of him. Mot an ego-trip at &ll: just a profound
fribute to the ltalian masterpiece. It had endurance
racing tyres fitted, and gas shocks at the back.
These with the

road bikes, I've discovered what a8 sup ive sparts
motorcycle it is. "

Phil Read talking. Eight times world champion
and veteran manipulator of racing bikes that were
the pinnacke of two-wheel development in thedr time.
Works Yamahas, MVs in their prime, works Hondas.
And now, after a day al the test track with Super-
Bike, he's like a kid with a new toy, all wound up
over his latest acquisition, the MV Agusta 850 Boxer.

Just a day &t the circuit: one of our regular out-
Ings 1o test bikes in the controlled conditions where
you can take them to their very limits (or your own,
whichever comes first), And one Iries, you know, not
o be by Phil Read’s He's an
approachable and llkeable guy, and ;ust another
biker who happens to have got his shit together to
the axtant of winning a string of championships. But
it's hard not to ba impressed. Becausa, apart from
anything else, this guy can ride a motorcycle about
twice as fast as anyone else I've aver ridden with.

assets,
already substantial performance and roadholding,
made the MV umerly invincible. | hava never been
round our test track so quickly, nor in Such security.
And there sure isn't any other way I'd be able to stay
in front of a world champion, either,

e Boxer is a direct davelopmant from the MV
Agusta 7505 America, tested in our July issue,
Which Is in turn a development of the racing Agusta
fours of the ! It starls out as a winner just by
looking so bseutlful that sculptu scalloped fual
tank, the squal and purposeful stance, the evoca-
tive red-and-siiver racing falring. And within the
glassfibre flanks, a classically beautiful engine. The
America is fast, memorable and a joy to ride. The
Boxer fulfils all the promise that it becomes
obvious with hindsight, was only latent in the
America. You pay the price (the highest in motor-
oycling), and you get a bike that is as raucoushy
brash as the America is quietly genteel. Where the
Armesica is fast, the Boxer is sensational ... the

And it's not an ego-Irip when | say the following.







former bike will top 130mph given a long enough
run; the Boxer will accelerate past that and (3o the
claim goes) run on to arcund 145 given the space.
Top whack on our short-straighted test track was
around 120, with plenty more to come.

Phil Read: "The Agusta iz race-bred, amd it
shows. If's siable and sensitive. If wasn'l always so
slable though. When | got it {on & permanent loan
from Agusta Concessionaires) it was fitted with Dun-
lop TT100s, and over 80 if wouldn't travel in 8 straight
Wine. Possibly, this was something fo do with the
shaft drive, but certainly those tyres didn't suit this
particular bike with me on it Duniop say their
Endurance Racing tyres aren't suitable for road uss,
but | fited them anyway. They made all the
differsnce. There's a very siight weave af about &0
row, noticeable at the starf of the straight on this
track, but basically ir's dead stable and roadhold-
ing, on the road, is limited anly by the state of the
traffic. On the track, where you can look for the
Wmits of the bike instead, | discovered that It handles
superbly. If remains a road bike, and so it feals
heavy. Bul there are none of the usual suspension
problems and it really goes round comers. "

True, true. The circuit wasn't in good condition;
trails of dust on one corner, damp paiches elss-
where, and even a horrifying bed of wet leaves
round the outside of the band. Cornering lines had
to dodge the dodgy bils rather than take the classic
arc. We had a standard F2 Honda there (also Phirs
bike, also a present. Lucky sod), On its Bridgestone
Tyres, |t was spooky. And a test BMW R100AS on
Caontinentals. Also scary, but a bit more
manageable. And the MV on Dunlop Endurance
Racing covers, Magnificent! It also sid on the
slippery bits, but predictably, and so quick o
recover without losing its paise.

Phil Read: “Unitke most ofher road bikes, the
Boxer's suspension doesn't get weak at the knees
wihen you rida it to the limit on a closed circuit. Mind
you, this bike does have Koni gas-shocks mourted
at the back. Don't know whal the sfandard Mar-
Zocchis are ke, buf these are terrific. Thay really
keep the back end under control without losing too
much comfort on the road. Being gas, they can be
rmounted upside down, which is why the pre-load
adjuster (s up at the top and so accessible, The real
reason iz o save unsprung weight, though, by
putting the body of the shock an to the frame rather
than the swinging arm. With that sodding great
crown-wheel-and-ginfan of the shaft dnve, every
litthe bit haips. "

Sinca the Boxer s a supersports development of
an already sporting motoreycle, one might expect
it to have become a peaky devil; reluctant to start,
awkward at low revs then screaming with sudden
fury for the last 1000 revs before the red line. Quite
the reverse. The Boxer is louder and more power-
ful than the America. But much of the power
increase comes low down in the range, and the
torque curve has been lowered and flattened. The
750 America suffered in acceleration from over-tall
gearing: you have to slip the clutch 1o more than
20mph to get it off the line even halfway fast. The
Boxer has exactly the same gear ratios, but no mara
do they feel too high. The new bike pulls from
2000rpm, and s almest as easy on its clutch as a
low-geared Japanese iron,

Phil Read: "I was surpnsed at the spread of
power. i really pulls from lew dewn, and keeps at it
right to the red line af 8500, I't? expected it to be at

- Ieast as peaky as my Honda F2, which tas a notice-
able power step at 6000rpm, But there's none at all.
Actually, the racers used fo be a il fike that, too.

You could ride them - if it was desperately wef or
something — you could rige them from 2000rpm.
They were perfectly tractable, rally well-behaved.
But the powsr came in with a bang af about 10000
revs, and they revved up to 14500 . . . 15 for the
last two laps. Mind you, my Boxer's baraly run in,
and I'm not foo sure that the tuning is spot-on, We
should have done a plug chop at the end of the
straight. On this circuit, it was puling abeut 120mph
no mattar whether | was at 8500 in fourth or 7000 in
fifth. It should go faster by rewving It in the lower
gear, so ! think it must be a bif off song.”

Since the physical resemblance between racer
and roadster is so sirong, especially of their engines
with that unigue quickly detachable crankshaft, |
wondeared just how much the Boxer felt like those
old-tima racers. To me, ndln? even the 7505
America feels like winning the ltalian Grand Pris
The engine is so responsive, so willing to rev, and
the handling so taut that it feels llke a GP bike
despite its weight. Even maore so with the Boxer: it
has opened exhausts and a four-cylinder howl that
remains exclusively MV no matter how many Jap
four-pots there are. s there really a roadster/racer
similarity?

Phil Read: “No. Weil, yes ... the thrashing of the
camshaft gear traln, thal reminds me of the old
works MVs. Otherwise there's a huge difference.
More important than that they are both MV Agustas
in that one is & racer and the other isnt. Remember
that a single-seater racer waighs about 300Vbs; the
Boxer weighs more than S00. It's & superb sporfing
machine, but to me it's just & road Dike.

“The Boxer is heavy fo ride. Not difficull, very nice
i tact Bul the steering is heavy, the bike has a long
trafl, The racing bikes did, foo, so there is that
aimiiarily. It mearts that they won't naturally follow a
Wne ... you have fo steer them with the handiebars
all the lirne. But it makes them sfable in a straight
line at high speed. That's why neither the Boxer nor
the racers need a steening damper,

“Although it doesn't fesl much like an MV racer,
you can certainly feel that the Boxer is race-bred,
because it fs s0 good at those aspects of
perfaormance that you can anly really fest on &
closed circuit. When you really stretch it, then you
discover how much polse — and thus safety - the MV
has in reserve.”

OK, 50 it's a superiative track bike, a machine that
rakes most other road bikes look and fesl like don-
keys. But is it a really practical road bike, or has too
much bean sacrificed for those more escteric and
seldom-used facets of motorcycling? With my
largish frame, | found the big MV a bit eramped for
long-distance road riding, and the clip-on bars
made my wrists and neck ache,

Fhil Read: “For me. it's terrific. The riding position
has been desigred by a racer, and suits me perfec-
tly. Comfortable for long trips and quite satisfactory
for short hawis two-up. The fairing is really a racing
itern, and f doesnt give as much protection as I'd
like except If you lie flat an the tank, which is siffy.
There's absolutely no hand protection. And | had fo
trim the trailing edges to avoid siicing my knee-caps
off under heavy braking. | find that ance the speed
geis up, though, the rush of wind over the screen
cushions my weight 50 I'm nol leaning foward on to
iy wrists.

"The most firing thing, | find, is the exhaust noise.
After a run, my head buzzes for quite a while. The
standard exhaust system may be legal in Europs,
but it's filegal here, I'm sure. | love the way Il sounds,
though, Quister silencers are available, but then you
lose It don't you? There's another aspect, though,
that makes me think that in the long run I'd prefer
quiefer pipes. The Boxer is so nolsy at full song that
Tcan never use the last 1500 revs on the road. Every
paliceman in the country would hear it With a
quister system, then I'd be able fo use the full
performance.

‘The MV Boxer is a really exciting mactine. It
leoks right, if sounds right, and it offers more out-
arnd-out speed than any other bike in the world, Just
the sort of thing you shouldn’'t be without. "

Footnote. Identity crisis: since the MV Agusta Boxer
was announced (the name Boxer commemorates
the ill-fated horizontally opposed MV racer and is
used in England only), an awkward fact has
emerged. The name Baoxer had already been paten-
ted, so the top Agusta had to be rechristened in a
hurry. From here on in, it shall henceforth be known
as The Spotlight Kid. Mo, sorry, mistake, It shall be
kriawn as the MV Agusta 850 Monza. Michael Scott







